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erfect abstrac:t, impels ni"c lo reconuuenrl the paR,agc of an act 

lookin-" to th<' comp~lation of " ·~omp],.1e. and perf d alwrncr hy 
the Connnissionm of the ~<:nc•rnl Luuu. Otl~ce .. It c:u1 only lie llOtie 
in a perfect manu·:r by 11111 or n11d1-r ill,; d1rer:t1dn. 

J. also herewith trn1JF.mit a recu!ur.i.m or tl:e Capit.ol Bu:ird, 
•1dopteu at its JUL•eting- 011 th·: fourl<'l'i1lli in.,lrnt. The cou1.try. 
thP Govt!rnor. :u11l your ll0n11r:lhle ho•lit!" arr: full\· appri,;1·1l .,f llw 
tlifficult:cR attl'nd,inp; the <'rcction of t.hiH thL :cn1pomrycapitol hnilti-

ernhle portion of the property reudered in the different counties, 
with the Commissioner's abstract, in consequence of which many 
trac1s Df land are li:1blc to be sold for t~xes whieh have already been 
pnid." In hi~ report for JS0-!-5 the Comptroller, 1\'Ir. Shaw, in al
lnd1n;! t•.l the ;.::1rnc object, says: "Suhseguent experience !ms only 

, strcu_gt he1wd the belief tl.Jat tbe present law is not adeqnate to the 
· •>lij<"t·t for whkh it wus en:\ctell. and that the public interest requires 

th:it it >'l10uld recl'ive t.he nttcmtion of the L<'!!'islature at its present 
session." In his Hl!Cceeding report for 18li6-':', he again states that 
Hnb:;1·qucnt experience;, has only strengthened the belief that our 
prc,-cnl law i;.: in11.J1·qnatc to the ob.it~ct of its enar.tment. 

ini::. · · I l Lt ll 1 • I l This resul11t10u wa,; adopter iy t e <>:U'" al rcr :1 pPrsona :Ill( 

careful cx:imin:ttion of the building 11.•1<1 its stHronnLlin;:-~. and I atltl, 
after :1 perso1111! in"1wctiJn hy mys,'1f, :111d i• is :t patent faf't that. in 
cas•· of a conrin1H'd Iw,wy rain, tl1aL this hnilding would lJfJ ~cri
onsly cnrlang1·rctl. 

Au innnedi:tte removal of th<' rnblJi:,h around the huildi11p:, and 
the rnisrng of the ~iuew11Jk,, :rnd pl:.ciu~ lie:t\'Y sr•m" pav .. 11w111 s 
thereon, with hi!!'h cnrvinµ:, as wdl as ,u .. h othl'r rcpai:o aH will 
readi!)· Sll/!gcsl. th<'1melve;, arc imperntiY .. ly clemanded, nn<l I re· 
commend tlw appropriat.inn of th" .-111•1 11:11111:•1 in· t.he l'<'>'<1lution for 
that pnrjJOol'. 

Jam, µ'<'lilkm<'u, r1·sp1•1·tf11ll~ yom·;" 
,)J\O. lJtEJ,,\:S:D, 

1;ov1·rnor n1 the: State of Texas. 

(IFFlCE '"' CO)Jl'THOLLl•:H, 
At.:wri;.;, F<'bl'llnry J..I, l::!H:}. 

Hon. ,John Ir• lawl, t :11V!'l'J1111· ~if' 'l\•:i.a~ •. \11-.tin. 'l'l:!xa~: 

~11c-By an a<:l :tpprr1vcd .\.11.crn,L l'.l, 1s·:·1;, providiug t.h., mnn11er 
of collcctiup: tb1· 1.:txl's 1lne on nil lands wltic·h have not hc .. n rcn
tll'rell for 1nx:1t.io11 from lSiO to iS;li, tlH' ( 'omplroll:·r was n·qnircd 
to make np a !i,t of :ill such uur .. 111lt:r<"<I 1:11,ds .in1l fon\ard ,,a11w tn 
the oevn:tl (•ountits to he proc•···dcd :1g;::inst, ns d!l'<'CI 1·.J ln the ad. 

The c"mpil11•iun of rlii:: li.-•I "'"' 11('."'llll J..1· ( ',m1ptrnli"r :-;, i r. 
Onnlen, but. in I ill' prngn• .. :,; .,1 1bi: l\"Jl'k the 1.llllit"ultics tlrnt Jll'l" 
scnte1l th<'lllSl'IVt•s wne "n ,., .. rin11H that. in his a1111unl l'l'J'•Jrt i.o lhl' 
Oovc.·rnor for tht· ycnr (1 11diug ~\ngnst :n. 18~~' he ~;t.at.ed tb::t. it \V:lS 

·impossible to mn.ku up a list ul' th" 1111r1:111J..r".J lands with prn1wr 
accur:wy . 

. On the t.wenty-f0urtJ1 or AJll'il, !Hill, t.ll1! act of An1;nst. lfl, n iti, 
was repHtled, aud 11 new ad p::f's1·d, "'ith t\Jt• view of in"t'I ing the 
clifficulties which existed in the ori~innl stat11l1!:... 

The work was prosc<:utt·tl 11111kr '1he new a•t, mHI in ll:l!:iO !he lists 
for nbont forty conntie,; w1·re complc·t•"<l :rncl f11nY:tl'dl'd to lhe s•·Y
«rul cour!tit·s. These lists werl' compile1l tro111 old and imptrfrr:t 
rc·eonls, and wer" found to lie s11 inaccnrnte that the :::; .. vcntel'nt.h 
Lc•gisl11tun., al its speeial ""'si1111, pnss<'d ;u~ :lf't su>pe111liug all pro
ceedings on :..aid lists until the Comptroller coul<l prepare Huch fo;ts 
11s wen· r·onsid .. n·<\ accurate. 

The work was continunl lJy Hon. \L :i\'L Brnwn, Comptroller, 
wilh the new ah,.,trnets of Janel titles and the i111pos<iiJility of niak-· 
ing- correct li"ts has bl'Pn >O clt»trlv dcn11v1;.trat1"]. that I d<'em it. 
propt•r to call :ttlention tn the subjcrt tbat ,om" ~t.<'ps nrny be takt>n 
looking to a linal rlisposition of tilt' t111e,tio1J. 

s, me of liH· diHicnlties in thl' 'rny of r;ompiliug .iccnrate lists of 
th!' 11nr1·11tl1·rl'd lands :1l'l' evident. 1·vc·n to the mof.t C:t"lt:d t1IJ
s1·rvL•r. In :1lmo~t u\'t'l'\' cuuntv uf th1J :-;tat" th<: rendi
tion o[' J:tnds for t·tx:ition llll~ iJeelJ :") innCClll'al<: :lS f.1} 
make it, in a good n11mhl•r 0f cases, i111po~.-iiile 10 lfof(l'minL', 
hy comparbon with t)I(' abstrncl:', what grant tl1l' n:,~essme11t 
was inten1kd to cover. 1t is nr.t :tn untb1rnl or1•111Tl'llf!1~ that ownl'l's 
of lnud~. in rendering ;.aml', p.-in·. in.-tL':Hl of original .~rantt:t•, tlie 
nan1e of the: p:tl'ty who co11v1·yl'd the title 1.0 tL•·m, :rnd in lll:t11~· in
st:ine1:>:-; U1) gr<tlllCt> is g-iYen; in oi..':1~r c::sc:--. wiwri~ tt11~n· a1'1l sev1 rai 
.~l':luls in tl1e :;a1ne cunnt\· in tl1c >::11111• nnnH' 1 In· r~r ... lition.' an• .<o 
i111pert"·C'I I hat it is impossiule to dl'terllli]J(.! 11·J1ii:!t :.:nmt is 1111.,mt. 

111 a ;:re111. 111:111y insl:incl's •lie t:1xes m:iy h:1n· been pai<J uy the 
0\1 n~·rs 111 ful', lrnt lh1· imp.:rfrcl re11ili1ion:;.rnakc :tlcntilicatinn im
P.11ss1lile, a111l ,Jwul<i list,. bl' compiled fr«lll ,;ueh i111perfect dat:i, the 
r1gl11" of «ii izens in m:111y r:l>l'S \\·on Id !iv Yiniat• d, nlHl a cloud cast 
11p<>u th" title ro properly \\'bii:lt, in fact, w.a' rr"e r1·om any claim 
lor t·t.\c> <1111· tlw ~late. 

This is n1) Ill w qu1»;tio11 now prl'-1.'llling it:;eli' for the 1irst time. 
•\s lar hack iu •nu· hb10J'l' a., 1.·,.it) we Ji1.d :1 Hatul1•, approY1·ll Feb
ruary 11 of that. Year, wliich w:i·; rn:wt1 rJ to rl':H:h tiH' :-:tlllf' <'Vil in 
111tr .1ax "Y:..tcm tf1:11 om lll'e>Cllt l:nr w:t.s int•.·rnlt•.tl t·.> corrl'ct. .Fol· 
l.owmg- np the n•:tinn h:id 11n1ler tlrnt hlw "''' lin.J the 8Ulllt· uni<:ttis
lai·tur~'. 1'1·,nlts. The ,;ume eonclitions that existed tlu·n cxi~t now, 
r"11.tlt!rmg a t:l!mplianct• w.th the lnw i111p•>S<ible wi•bunt involving J 

""l'lons·y lht.· rigltts uf prop1'l't}' iitJ!dd'S. 
!{ef1·r1:ing lo the L"nuptrolh r, lion. ,fa.'. D. Sh,1w, for tlw ye:1r 

l.~.,'.! ::. Jll ·'"'P<·akin.!!' of tliis :--ulijt·1;t 110 :-:ay}-;: "Ill tlw progr<·s .... or lllf-• I 

~'.\C1HJllH~lin11 fnotwitlu•taJJdiup: t-·Vt'ry 1neai1~ have IH·cn ll."t'd ru ,!.!,'Hanl 

• tgai~nt 11 J, l .lint! it exceelliugl\' lli1licult. aud in soml' in:.:tan<:cs im
pu..;slhh·: ll\\'i11.~· tu \'C\~.!'llt~lll-'f't-i 1)1· it:--; d1~Ff'l'iption. to i1le11t.ify a C:1H1;-o;id-

· Tim;; we find that the same dilticultie::i we lalJor under now pre
"entecl t.lwrnsP!ves in the early history of tlte tlt:tte, and the matter 
drag,:cd along from year to yenr without a satisfactory solution. 
The diJlicaltics which \Yl'l'e eonsiclered so great even when Tex11s 
Wils in her infancy as a St:lle, have increased a thousand fold, and 
t11r. l'rrors growing great.er hy the lapse of time, have rendered it 
now impo<'~ilJlo to maku even an approximately co1T1•ct list of lantls 
which hnve not been rendered for tnx:ition. 

l.ln the twent.y-sccontl nf ,\pril, 1871, un act was passed prescribing 
how property miµ·ht hl' free from hack taxes ,providing that any person 
who ~hould rend"r and p:1y the 8tatn :11111 county taxes levied by 
that act, for the year 1~71, nncl thrt>e time~ the amount of State and 
conn!.) tnx<:s so as,cs'<·d aurl puirl, should bt, fully acquitted and 
discharg-ed of all dc111a1ll!s of tlw State upon property rn paid on for 
l1ack t:1xP., of :rnY clrnracter. 

1.~nt!ur the 1;i·o\•isi»11H of the net :rnt.horizing voluntary renditions, 
larg•' anwuuts Wt'!'<! puid iuto the treab1uy: taxpayers often ren-
1Jc>ring proJ;l'fty fnr taxati1rn, which bad not bPcn assi;sserl for ten or 
twl'!\'e Yearn. 

,\]]usion is m:11l" to pa~t. legislation npnn t.hi~ snhj1·et to show how 
1111rner·<'s>' ul haYe ht•en nll law~ in t.he past in rencbing tl;e lands 
\\'hid1 l111Yn not;,,• 11 n·ntlen:cl for taxes. The ditiicultics have in
r·r1·a"''tl \\'ilh e.1ch ylar, ancl in Yiew of thiR faet, and the further fact 
th11t rn:,11y of tlw land. t>wners of t.111: State are 1lPsirons of jJ:tying the 
haC'k t:txes on their lnmls, and thus rt'lieve them of auy claim on the 
pnrt of the St alt'. I woul<l re::;pcctfully suggest th::t the attention of 
th" Lcgi,L1tnr<' lH' calkd to this snhjcet as one of great importance 
to the pmple. 

l woulLl thl·refore recommPnd t.!1at. the tH:t of April, l8'7ll, be 
nmen<l.:d liy th" Legi:-lat.11r1· at tho pre~cnt session so as to permit 
tb•! owncrb of l:lnds which have not been rcndl•red for tnxes to ren
d1·r I he "'1111" for :ill bar.:k years to the assessor of tlle county in 
\\'hicli tl>c land ii- ~ituatc<L 

It is hPliewd I hat a considerable sum will he realized to the 
State IJy adopting this method. Gnder the present law, no person 
c:m pay their t.axt·s, however much they may desire to do so, until 
all t.l;l' forms· Jll'l'St:rihr:rl hy th1· act. of 187!1 arr' complied with. 

Hesj)l'Ct l'nlly, 
W~r. .T. Sw.u:i:r, Comptroller. 

OFFICE 0~' CAPITOL BOARD, 
AT.:oTrn, February 14, 1883. 

flcso' <'eil, That it. is thr sense of this Board that the immediate ap
propri:i t ion, by the L<'11·i:<lnt.11re, of the sum of ~ixtccn thousand dol
lars (:31 <i.000) is ahsolutely necessary for the protection and safety of 
tltc temporary i:Otatc capitol bi:ildinµ;; a portion of said amount to 
h1· at <mte :tpplietl for scwPrago. drainage and tire protection, the 
balance to be 11sc1l for interior and exterior fini~h. and for grndiug 
anrl puvin.~·. etc .. a; set f!Jrth in tlw rep<;rt and tstimute of the super
i11t1·1Hli;nt of con.<t ruction of sairl lJuil<ling previously submitted. 

h'e.<r,/«u7 fir r·t/1101-, That His Exccllllncy, Governor .John Ireland, 
Prvsidc• w of the Capitol Bo:ml, be and is hereby rcspectfnlly rc
qntstwl to trnu,mit thiH resolution to the LL•gislatnre. 

The frmgoing rlsnlntion was un:rnimo1rnly adopted by the Capitol 
D1urd :,ta mt t•tinc· of ,aid Board ltcld this, i he fourtt:Putlt clay of 
}'vbruary: 1t-:8;L 

lk~pectfully. 
.Jxo. 1'. DrcKr.-.;soN, 

Secretary of the Board. 

On mut.inn or f>;1·11ator Popu, the St·n:tte atljonrne•l until 
1 o o' .. lod; 1.o-mnrrnw morning. 

Tl I I RTY-THTIRD DAY. 
SEXATE CHA)IBER, 

Au::;TI::-r, Fl'hnrnry 1 H, 188:1. 

Thl· :-lt"11a11· mrt p11r~11ant to a1ljom·nmP11t: 
Li1·11tt•11;111t-<+over11or Martin i11 the ehair . 
K.oll t·:LllP1l. Q1wrnm prt'~t·nt. 
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Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Smoot. 
On motion of Senator Traylor, Senator King was indef

initely excused, on account of sickness. 
On motion of Senator Gibbs, Senator Buchanan was ex

cused for three day~. 
On motion of Senator Stratton, Senator Shannon was ex

cused indefinitely, on account of sickness. 
On motion of S nator Chesley, the reading of the jour

nal of yesterday was dispensed with, and the same adopted. 
Senator Evans presented a petition from the citizens of 

Fannin county, asking for an amendment to the local op
tion law. 

Referred to Judiciary Committee No. 2. 
Senator Gibbs presented a petition from citizens of Dal

las, and in the village of East Dallas, protesting against 
the extention of the corporation of the city of Dallas. 

Referred to Committee on State Affairs. 
Also, a petition from the citizens of East Dallas, pro

testing against amendment of the charter of the city of 
Dallas, so as to absorb them, as is contemplated by bill 
being published, to amend the charter of said city. 

Referred to Committee on State Affairs. 
Senator Gooch presented a memorial from a portion of 

the citizens of Palestine, asking that an amendment be pro
posed to the State Constitution, changing article S, section 
9, of the same, making the taxing power plainer, author· 
izing citizens to make other permanent and useful public 
improvements besides public buildings. 

Referred to Committee on Constitutional Amendments. 
Senator Farrar presented a petition of the mayor, city 

council and citizens of Con1icana, in reference to amend
ing section 9, of article 81 of the Constitution of the State 
of Texas. • 

Senator Kleberg presented a petition of citizens of Jack
Aon county, asking the J.,egislature to release them from 
the payment of State taxes for 18821 and donate the same 
to said county. 

Referred to Committee on State Affairs. 
Senator 1'raylor, chairman of Committee on Claims and 

Accounts, Rnbmitted the following report: 

Bon. Marion Martin, President of the Senate: 

COMMI'l'TEE ROOM, 
AUSTIN, February 16, 1883. 

Your Committee on Ulaims and AccountA, to ,;horn was referred 
the memorial of Lewis Eilers, asking for an apµropiiation for the 
payment of certain school vouchers and claims, have carefully ex
amined the same, and a majority of your committee ins~ruct me to 
report the same back with the recommendation that the report be 
adverse to the payment of said vouchers and claims. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
TRAYLOR, Chairman. 

Senator Gooch, chairman of the committee of the whole 
Senate.. submitted the following report: 

Hoa. Marion Mnrtin1 President of the Senate: 

SENATE CHAMBER, 
AUSTIN, February 15, 1883. 

Your committee of the whole Senate, to whom was referred cer
ta!n resolution of instruction to the Committee on Public Lands, 
would respectfully report lo your honorable borly that they have 
carefully considered the same, and report the following 15 series of 
resolutions as instructed to said Committee on Public Lands and 
recommend t.heir adop~ion :J ' 

1. The bill shall contain provisions, both for sale and lease of 
the school land. 

2. The land shall not ~ell for less than $2 for unwatered land, $3 
for wat~red land, and ,;:5 for timber land, ~uitable for lumber, and 
is for timber land not suitable for lumber. 

3. The timber useful for lumber may be sold at not less than -
dollars per acre, cash, and the land reserved from sale except to 
actnal settlers. 

4. Pasture lands not timbered, shall be leased by competition in 
suitable bodies for ranch purposes, for not less thnn four cents an 
acre, nor for longer terms than ten years; provided, that for" actual 

settlement, said lands are to remain on the market for sale, in bodies 
not to exceed 640 acres, to any one actual settler; provided, that 
parties leasing less thab five sect'ons of land shall not be subject to 
the claims of actual settlers; and provided furlher, tbnt where the 
lessee has but one watered section, the same shall not be subject to 
sale during the continuance of the lease. 

5. The land shall be sold on thirty years' time. 
Ii. The rate of interest shall be 5 per cent. . 
7. The principal on deferred payments shall not be paid for ten 

years after sale. 
8. Forfeiture of the land shall be provided for without judicial 

ascertainment. 
9. The amount of land that may be purchased by any one person 

shall be confined to one section for farming lands, or to any nmonnt 
to suit purchaser when classed as pasture land. 

10. The lands classed as agricultural shall be sold to actual 
settlers only, unless it lit:s in such a shupe as to be 11st-d more advun
tageously in the sale or lease of large tracts of land more suitallle for 
grazing purposes. 

11. Actual settlers shall have a prior rigllt for six months from the 
time the lands are placerl. on the market to purchase lands upon 
which they are located, so as to include their improvemeuts, at the 
minimum price fixed by law. . 

12. The sale and lease of the land shall be made under the direc
tion of a board, to be composed of the Governor, Attorney-Gem·ral, 
Secretary of State, Comptroller, Treasurer and Commi~sioner of the 
General Land Office, under such rules and reitulations as said board 
shall prescribe. -

13. The bill shall provide for an examination, classificatio1: and 
description of all mineral lands by a mineral expert. 

14. In the sale of pasture land~ no more than one seclion of 
watered land shall be sold to one individual, where the same will 
prejudice the sale of other sections. 

15. That the Committee on Pnblic Lands be further instructed to 
so provide, in the draft of the bill, that competition in the sale or 
purchase of the school land be secured, if possible. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
GoocH, Chairman. 

On motion of Senator Davis, the reading. of the report 
of Senator Gaoch was dispensed with until called for. 

Senator Fowler introduced a bill to be entitled "An act 
to amend articles 3752 and 3758, chapter 3, title 78, of the 
Revised Statutes." (School law.) 

Referred to Committee on Education. 
Senator 'ferrell introduced a bill to be entitled " An act 

for the further regulation of railroad companies in the 
State of Texas by creating a railroad commission and 
State engineer, and to prescribe- the powers and duties of 
each." · 

Referred to Committee on Internal Improvements. 
On motion of Senator Peacock, 100 copies of the bill 

just introduced by Senator Terrell was ordered printed. 
Senator Matlock introduced a bill to be entitled "An act 

to create Wheeler, Oldham and Donley land districts." 
Referred to Committee on Public Lands. 
Also, a bill to be entitled "An act to attach certain un

organized counties to the counties of Wheeler, Oldham and 
Donley, for judicial purposes." . 

Referred to Committee on Judicial .Districts. 
Senator Gooch introduced a bill to be entitled "An act 

to amend article 422, chapter 5, of title 17, of the Revised 
Civil Statutes, so as to permit cities to pay their bond,; in a 
less time than ten years, and limiting the ratP. of tax to 
pay the same." 

Referred to Judiciary Committee No. 2. 
Also, a bill to be e11t1tled "An act <1irecting the otti<·ers 

of the State how to compute the annual available fund 
arising from bonds purchased for t.he l'chool fund and 
other trust funds, at a premium, and providing agaiust the 
diminution of the principal of the permanent funds here
tofore or hereafter invested." 

Referred to Committee on Finance. 
Senator Pope introduced a joint resolution to amend 

section 28, article 16, of the Con~titution of the State of 
'l'exas. 
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Referred to Committee on Uonstitutional Amendments. 
Senator Farrar introduced a joint resolution amending 

section fl, of article 8, of the Constitution of the State of 
Texas. 

Referred to Committee on Constitutional Amendments. 
Senator Davis introduced a bill to be entitled "An aet to 

authorize the Attorney-General to procure au official seal 
for the use of his department." 

Refened to .Judiciary Committee No. I. 
Senator Perry introduced a bill to be entitled "An act to 

amend articles 4370, 4a7 l and 4372 of the Revised Stat
utes, providing for the laying out and opening public 
roads." 

Referred to Uommittee on Roads and Bridges. 
Senator Pope introduced a. bill to be entitled "Au :\ct to 

regulate telegraph companies in the State of Texas." 
Referred to Judiciary Committee No. 1. 
Senator Getzendaner introduced a resolution to inquire 

into the expediency of establishing a superintendent of the 
public free school system of the State. 

Refcn·ed to Committee on Constitutional Amendments. 
. On motion of Senator Cooper, for Committee on State 
Affairs, 100 copies of Senate bill No. 24, "An act to au
thorize the Gulf Pier and Harbor Company, of Galveston, 
Texas, to construct a protected pier and harbor in the 
open gulf opposite the city of Galveston, and to grant cer
tain lands, rights, uses and privileges in aid of Raid enter
prises," were ordered printed. 

Senator Stratton, by request, moved that 100 copieH of 
Senate bill No. 240, ''An act to aid in preventing the i;pread
ing of ~mallpox, and to provide i;anitary regulations for 
guidance of the State Health Officer, and other State officers 
and employees," be p1-inted for use of Senate. 

Adopted. 
The I'l·eliident laid before the Senate the report of Sen

ator Goocl1, Chairman of the committee of the whole. On 
resolution of Senator Gooch, isaid report was read, aud on 
motion of Senator Houston, was adopted, and referred to 
Committe on Public Landg for instruction. 

Senator Gooch moved to reconsider tho vote by which 
the report waR adopted, and to lay the motion 011 the table. 

The motion was laid on the table by the following vote: 

Chesley, 
Collins, 
Cooper. 
Evans, 
Farrar, 
Fleming, 
Fowler, 
O~tzendancr, 
Gibbs, 

YEAS-25. 

Gooch, 
Harris, 
Houston, 
Johnson of Collin, 
Johnston of Shelby, 
Jones, 
Kleberg, 
Martin, 
Matlock, 

NAYS-2. 
Davis. Pfeuffer. 

Peacock, 
Perry, 
Pope, 
Randolph, 
Stratton, 
Terrell, 
Traylor. 

, Senat.01· Martin moved to suspend the rnles and take up 
ienate Joint resolution No. 15, limiting taxation. 
Ru~es suspended, and Senate joint resolution No. 15,taken 

1P w1t_h committee amendments or substitute for body of 
esolut10n, and read second time. 

On motion of Senator Davis, the substitute of committee 
1as adopted. 

Senator Gooch offered the following amendment: 
After the word "bridges," insert "streets, sewers and 

>cal permanent improvements." 
Adnpterl. 
8enatol" Chesley offered the following amendment: 
Amend by striking out and inserting as follows: "For 

ie co~struction and repairs of public buildings not to ex
ied 2o cents, and, except for repairs of roads and bridges, 
lt to exceed 15 cents." 

Lost. 
Senator Matlock offered the following as a substitute:· 
S.EcTIOX 0. The State tax on property, exclusive of the 

tax necessary to pay the ptlblic debt, shall never exceed 
thirty-five cents on the one hundred dollars valuation, and 
no county, city or town shall levy more than twenty-five 
cents on the one hundred dollars val nation, except for the 
payment of 1lchts incurred prior to the adoption of this 
amendment, and for the conRtruction an<l repair of public 
lmilding:-;, roa•ls awl brid~es, slreeti<, sewerR and local per
manent improvl'lll(·nti;, not to exceed fifty cents on the one 
hundred dollars in any one year, and except as in the Con
stitution is otherwise provided, and the road an<l hri<lge 
and i;treet tax herein permitted ~hall never exceed more than 
fifteen centi; on the one hundred dollars valuation, in any 
one year. 

Lost. 
The joint re;;olution was onlcred engrossed by the fol

lowing vote: 

Uhcsley, 
Collins, 
Uooper, 
Davi", 
Farrnr, 
Fleming, 
Fowler, 
Getzcndancr, 

Y~~AS--~2. 

Gibbs, 
Oooch, 
Harris, 
Hou8ton, 
Jones, 
Kleberg, 
Martin, 

NAYS-3. 

Matlock, 
Peacock, 
Perry, 
Pfeuffer, 
Bandolph, 
Stratton, 
Traylor. 

Evaus, .Johnson of Collin, ,Johnston of Shelby. 

A message wa:; received from the House informing the 
~enate of the passage by that body of substitute Senate 
bill No. H, "An act to provide for the payment of certain 
deht8 of the State out of that half of the proceeds of sales 
of public lands not belonging to the common llchool fund." 

Also, House bill No. 21, "An act to provide for the sur
render of charters of incorporated cities and towns in this 
State, to authorize the counties wherein said cities and 
towns are situated to become their successors, and to eon· 
fe1· 8uch powers on the county commissioners' court as may 
be necessary for the government and well being of said 
citiei; and towns." 

Ali;o, of the adoption of House concurrent resolution in 
re~erencl' to the committee visiting the gr:.ive of Ben 
Milam. 

Also, the adoption of House concurrent resolution in
structing our Senators, and requesting om· Representatives, 
in Congress, to prevent the removal of troops and the 
abandonment of military posts on the Rio Grande frontier. 

The President gave notice of signing Senate bill No. 193, 
"An act to provide for the improvement and repairs of the 
Lunatic Asylum, and the enlargement of the asylum 
grounds, and to make an appropriation therefor." 

Senator Terrell moved to suspend the regular order of 
business, to take up Senate bill No. 14, "An act to provide 
for the payment of certain debts of the State out of that 
half of the proceeds of sales of public lands not belonging 
to the common school fund," reported from the House this 
morning, with House amendment. 

Adopted. 
Senator Davis moved that the Senate concur in House 

amendment to Senate bill Ko. 1-!. 
Adopted. 
Senate bill No. 10, entitled "An act to repeal an aet en

titled ' an act to prescribe the requiisites of indictments in 
certain cases,' approved Maw•.h 26, 1881, except as to in
dictments and criminal prosecutions pending at the time 
this act takes effect," was taken up and read third time. 

8enator Davis offered the following arl)endment; 
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Strike oue the word "except," aad: all after it in the 
caption. 

Adopted by the following vote: 

Chesley, 
Collini!, 
COQper, 
Davis. 
Evans, 
Fleming, 
Getzendaner, 
Globs, 

Fowler. 

YEAS-~2. 

Gooch, · 
Harris, 
Houston, 
Johnson of (Jollin, 
Jones, 
Kleberg, 
Martin, 

NATB-1. 

Matlock, 
Peacock, 
Pfeuffer. 
Pope, 
Randolph, 
TerreJI, 
'fra.ylor. 

Senator Terrell offered the following aweudmeut: 
u If the indictment be sufficient under the Constitution 

and law." 
Withdrawn, and bill passed. 
The following letter from Ben. E. McCulloch, assistant 

supedutendent of penitentiary, to his Excellenuy, Gov
ernor Ireland, was pt·esented to the Senate by the Presi· 
dent, and referred to the Committee on Penitential'iei,: ·-

HUN'l'SVlLLE, TEX.\S, February 13, 1883. 
Hou. JohD IreU.11d, Gonrnor of TeXM, Austin: 

DEAB 81:n:-There are incarcerated in &his prison several persons 
of unsound mind, most of whom are harmless, but one is at times 
dangerous. Tuere are also two peraons who have been blind a 
short time, Tom Oullin•, in whose case you receive a certificate of 
the prison ohysician, by this mail, and Ben Williams, 11. negro. who 
was sent in- from a farm on November last. 

I tak.e the liberty to call your attention to these unf .>rtuu11te peo· 
ple, and would respectfully ask (0.11 Dr. Bush haa already done in his 
biennial report aa to the insane}. if Jt would not be advisable to sug 
gest some legislation tor the relief of this class of criminals. 

I would also respectfully suggest that a law granting to convict!!, 
a fiuaucie.l reward, setting apart a sum monthly, out of the money 
that they earn for the Sta.te, or to be appropriated for the special 
purpose, for the use a.ad benetlt of their families while they a.re 
here, or, if they be sin~le men, let it accumulate lo their:credit, in 
order that when their time expires, the,r will have a. small amount 
on which to make a st&rt in life, or lo hve upvn until they can find 
employment. 

If this is done, I believe it would be a great stimilus to encourage 
thClle pe&pe to a prompt obedience of the rules, and in fa.ct, prove 
to be a prominent factor in carrying out the object of our peniten-
tiaries. .,.. 

I know you are very busy, I.Jut I trespa.ss on your time and pa
tience this much,· feeling as I do an interest i11 these people, 

Yours Truly, 
BEN. E. McCuLLooa. 

Assistant Supe:rintendent Penitentiary. 

Senate btll No. 42, entitled "An act to a.mend chapter 3, 
of title 17, of the Penal Cope, by adding another article 
relating to trespaes unon enclosed land 1 and to punish the 
same," was ta.ken up, read third time and passed. 

Senate bill No. 103, entitled "An act to amend section 7, 
of an aot entitled 'an act to give effect to seetion 2, article 
9, of the Constitution, regulating the manner of removing 
and locating county seats, and to provide for the location 
of county seats in organized counties where no county seat 
has been created by existing la.w,' approved April 10, 
1879," was taken up, read third time and passed. 

Sel}ate bill No 127, to be entitled "An act to reserve and 
set apart three hundred and twenty-five leagues of land 
heretofore surveyed for the benefit of the unorganized 
counties of this State, and such- organiz<.id counties as may 
have located their four lea,g-u.es of sohoo] Jand, or any part 
thereo~ in con:liict with said prio~ locations and surveys, 
or which may from any cause fail to get title to the four 
leag11es of land they are entitled to receive under the law," 
was taken up a.nd read third time. -

Senator Traylor offered the following amendment: 

In section I, line 16, after the phra11e "the number of 
acres," add "it may be entitled to from any cause or!' 

Adopted by the following vote : 

Gbesley, 
Collins, 
Davis, 
Evans, 
Farrar, 
Fleming, 
Fowler. 
Getzendaner, 

\'EAB-2:.l. 
Gibbs, 
Gooch, 
Harri~. 
Houston, 
Johnson of Collin, 
Johnston of Slle!by, 
Jones, 
Kleberg, 

NAYS-none. 

Martu1, 
Matlock, 
Peacock, 
Perry, 
Pfeuffet', 
Pope, 
Traylor. 

The biU was then pa11sed by the following vote: 

Chesley, 
Collin:s, 
Cooper, 
Evans, 
Fleming, 
Fowler, 
Getzeodl\ner, 
Globs, 

YJU,B-28, 
Harris, 
Johnson of Gollin. 
J obnston of Shelby, 
Jones, 
Kleberg, 
Martin, 
Matlock, 

Peacock. 
Perry, 
PfeuJ!er, 
Pope, 
Randolph, 
Terrdl. 
Traylor. 

1'he President gave notice of 8igniug substitute House 
bills Nos. 95 and 190, entitled "An act to provide for the 
purchase of a. site for, and the establishment, location and 
construction of a branch asylum in North Texas, for the 
care and treatment of the iusane, and to make an appro· 
priation for the same." 

Senator J obnstou of Shelby moved to suspend the rulei; 
and take up Senate bill No. 186, entitled "an act to pro
tect hog raising in the State of 'l'exas." 

Motion adopted, and hill taken up and read second time. 
Sena.tot• Traylor offered the following amendment: 
Add after th-a word " the/' in Hne Z, the word " en· 

closed." 
Lost. 
Senator Davis offered the following amendment: 
Amend the caption so as to read, "an aot to authorize 

th!!: owners of land to oousoript other people's bogs." 
Sena.tor Pope moved to lay the motwn on t~e tahit:. 
Adopted, and amendment lost, 
Sena.tor Matlock moved the previous question. 
lfotion secouded, main questwn ordered and bill 01·dered 

engrossed, 
'l'he President laid before the Senattl substitute fo1· 

House joint resolntion No. 5, "Granting leave of absence to 
certain district and county judges of the State of 1'exas." 

On motion of Senator Terrell, the substitute for House 
joint resolntioo was laid on the ta.hie subject to call. 

Senato!' Cooper, chairman of Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, submitted the following reports: 

Hoo. M&rion Martfo, Pr .. ld<0nl of tbo Ben&te; 

Co:t.0:1ITTBE ROOM, 
AUSTIN. February 16, 1888. 

Your Committee on Enrolled Bills have carefully exa.roined and 
compared Senate bill No. 30, being" An act. to amend a.rticle 1000, 
of chapter 1, title ta, of the second section of •&a act lo adopt and 
establish a Penal Code and a Code of Crimine.1 Procedure for the 
Staie ot Texas,' passed Februe.rv 21, 1879," and find the same cor· 
rectly enrolled, and have this day, at 11 :30 o'clock a. m., presented 
the same to the Governor for his approval.. · 

H~u. Marion 1\1.artln, Pr~d•nt of tb• s~u • .ie: 

CooPER, Chairman. 

COMMITTEE RooM, 
AUSTIN, February 16, 1883. 

Your Committee on Enrolled Bills have carefully exAmined i:nd 
compared &lna.te bill No. 193, being "An act to provide for the llll· 
provement and repairs of the Lunatic Asylum, t.he enlargem~:it OJ . 
the a11ylum grounds, and to make an appropriation therefor, an 
find the same correctly l'nrolled, and have this day, at 11: 31.l o'clock 
11.. m., presented the same ta the Governor for bis approval. 

COOPER, Chairman. 

The f'resident lai4 before the Senate the committee 1JUb• 
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stitute for Senate hill No. 1, a bill to he entitled "An act to 
further regulate the creations and proce!!dings of private 
corporations, by amending articles 566 and 570 of the Re
vised Statutes, and making an additional article, to be 
known as article 5/4u." 

Senator Terrell offered th1; following amendment: 
Add to sub-division 26, section I, the following: "But 

no private corporation shall bereaftei· acquire title to real 
property in this State ex:ce<.'tliog ia aruo1rnt six btrndred 
and forty acres, except under laws enacted heretofore, and 
for senices or public works done in pursuance thereof. n 

Senator Gibbs offered the following amendment to 
amendment of Senator Terrell: 

Amend by inserting '.'county " im1tead of "State," and 
add " unless it is necessary to carry on some business in 
which the land is actuallv used." 

Both of the above ame.ndruents pending 011 adjournment. 
A message was received from the House announcing the 

passage, by that body, of House hill No. 257, entitled "An 
act to amend article 11 'I, section 4, chapter 1, title 8, of the 
Revised Statutes of Texa~, providing for the maintenance of 
lunatics by the commissioners' court, when they cannot be 
admitted m the at>ylum." · 

The President then had the following communication 
read by the Secr1:itary: 

}NSTlTU'l.'E FO:ft THE BLl.ND, 
AUSTIN, February 16, 1883. 

Hvn. Marion .M.a-rtiu1 Lieuteuaut-Ouveruur: 

D&.rn Sm :-Please be kind enough to invite the bonwa.ble Sena. 
tors and their officers to I.le present 11.t an exbil.Jitioo, which will be 
given 01 the pupils st the Blind Institute to.night. The exercises 
will begm at 8 o'clock. No cbarg1:1 for admission for any others the 
Senators may choose tG invite. 

Respectfully, 
FRANK RAINEY, 

Superintandent Institute for the Blind. 

Senator Houston, in order that the committees might 
consider important matters to-morrow and repo1·t Monday, 
moved that the Senate adjourn until Monday morning at 
JO o'cfoak. 

Adopted. 

'1'H1R'l'Y-.FOUR'fH DAY. 

. SENATE CHAMBER, I 
AusTIN, 'l'RxAR, February 19, 1883. I 

8enate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Lieutenant-Governor Martin in the chair. 
Roll called. Quorum present. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Smoot. 
On motion of Senator Martin, thti reading of the journal 

of J:;'riday was dispeusAd with, and the same adopted. 
Senator R-..ndolph presented a petition from the citizens 

of Madison county, asking that the law enacted at the 
called session of the 8eventecnth Legislature, reducing 
passenger fare to three cents per mile, remain and not be 
i·epealed, and respectfully asking that laws be enacted to 
prevent discrimination against pe1'liions and places in car
rying freiJlbt, etc., aud suggesting that such legislation be 
had as will be ju&t to the raih-oads and just to the people. 

Refe1Ted to Committee on Internal Improvements. 
Senator Jones presented amemol'ial from the commission· 

ere' court of Harris county, praying for the repeal of sec· 
tion l, chapter 9, of the acts of 1881. 

Referred to Judiciary Committee No. -2. 

_,_~---~----------------
Senator Traylor, chairman of Committee on Claims and 

Accounts, submitted the following repol't: 

Hon Mariun il:anfo, PrOllideut uf the Senate: 

COMMlTTE.I!: ROOll, 
AusnN, February 19, 1883. 

Your Committee on Clnims and Accou11t.s, t.o whom wns referred 
~enate bill No. 253, entitled "An I.let for the relief of W. 8. Ander. 
aon, providing for the refunding by the .State of certain taxes illc· 
f!ru)y collected," have carefully examined the 1<ame, and a mnjority 
of your committ.ee instruct me to report the same back with I.he re-
· commendation that it do pass. 

All of which is respectfully sulnnitted. 
'fuA YI,oR, Uhu.irtnan. 

Hill read first time. 
Senator Davis, fo1· Judiciai·y Committee No. 1, sub

mitted the following report: 

Hou. n!11Jio11 lllat·tlu, l're11ldent of \he !!01..,1<>: 

COMMITTEE ROOM, 
A.uw1·IN, February 16, 1883. 

Your Judiciary Committee No. 1, to whom was l'eforred Senato 
bill No. 262. entitled ".An act to 11.utb.orize the Attorney.General to 
procure an official seal for the uRe of his department," have care· 
fully e:x:a.mined the same, and instruct me to report back the accom
panying substitute, and recon1mend that such substitute do pe.88. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
DAvrs, for CommHtee. 

Bill read first time. 
Senator Davis, chairman of Corumi~tee on Educatiou, 

submitted the following reportt:1: ..... 

Hon. Ma.riuu Marilu, P.l'hideui uf U1e Scnat.e: 

CoM.MI'l'TEE RooM, 
A.usTLN, February 19, 1883. 

Your Committee on Education, to whom was referred Senate bill 
No. 186, entitled " An act to amend section 3 of ' an act to establish 
a St.ate normal schoo),' approved A.prH 21, 1879," have carefully ex
amined the same, and Instruct me to report the same ba.ck with the 
recommendation that it do nGt pass:. 

All of whiob is respectfully submitted. 

Bill read first time. 

Hon. Marlon Marllll, PrOBideuL of lhe l!eoate; 

DA ns, Chairman. 

CoMMI'lTEE RooM, 
AusnN, Februa:ry 19, 1883. 

Your Committee on Education, to whom was referred 8enate 
bill No. 206, entitled "11.n act relating to teachers' certiticates of 
qualification," have carefnlly examined the same, and instruct me to 
report back the accompanying subl!titute, and to recommend that 
such substitute do pass. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Bill read first time. 

Hou • .M&Tlou JIJfMtfo, Pr .. Jd•nt of l.b" &mate: 

DAVIS, Ghs.irmu.n. 

GoMMITTEE ROOK, 
AUSTIN, Febr11&ry 19, 1883. 

Your Committee on Education, to whom was referred House bill 
No. 22, entitled "An a.ct to authorize aud require the countr com· 
missioners' courts of the several counties in the State t-0 provide for 
the paymeut of all claims due teachers of public free scbools, and· 
ited as valid claims underacts of tbe Legislature of Texas, approved 
August 7, 1676, or April 22, 1879," have carefully examined tl.ia 
same, hUU instruct me to report the same back witb the recom· 
mendation that it lie on the table, to await action of Seas.te bill No. 
-, which has for its object the same result. 

A.II of which is respectfully submitted. 

Bill read fil'st time. 

Hon. Marf1111 Mattia, Pc<tddent gf th<t &uat.>: 

DA vrs, Chairman. 

Cou:mTTEE Roo!d, 
AUSTIN, February 19, 1883. 

Also, a memorial of blacksmiths and carriage makers, to 
the Legi,slature, praying for the pMsage of a law giving a. 
lien on articles ma.de or repaired by them. 

Your Committee on Education, to wholD was referred Senate bill 
No. 187, entitled "An act to establish th~ Sterling Robertson Nor
mal School," have carefully examined the same, and a majority of 
your committee instruct me to report it back with the recommend.a-

. ti on that it do pass. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

PA VIS, Chairman. 
Referred to J udicia.1-y Committee No. 2. :Sill read first time, 


